
Pope Alumni Kelly Barnhill is selected for 2016 TEAM USA 

 

On Monday January 4th 40 of the world’s best softball athletes arrived in Irvine California 

competing for 18 spots on the United States Women’s national softball team.  On Friday 

January 8th, 18 players remain.  Pope Fastpitch is proud to announce that Kelly Barnhill 

of Pope High School (and currently the University of Florida) is one of the 18 players 

selected for the United States Women’s National Team. 

Kelly is the 1st Pope High School player in the history of the program to earn this amazing 

honor and it is believed that she is the 1st softball athlete in Cobb County history to be 

named to the national team.  Kelly is one of 3 current or former Florida Gators named to 

Team USA.  To view Barnhill’s Team USA teammates, please visit this link:  

http://www.teamusa.org/USA-Softball/Team-USA/Women  

Barnhill had a strong 2015 summer competing on the Junior Women’s National Team 

that captured the Gold Medal at the WBSC junior women’s world championship.  During 

the gold medal run, Barnhill posted a 6-0 record with 51 K’s in 26 innings while maintaining a 0.54 ERA during the 

tournament.   Gold medal story:  http://www.teamusa.org/USA-Softball/News/2015/August/16/Records-

shattered-as-USA-Juniors-reclaim-the-Gold-at-JWWC  

At the conclusion of the college softball season, Barnhill will join her team USA teammates to compete in the 

World Cup of Softball XI here in the US, the XV WBSC championship in British Columbia, and the Japan cup across 

the Pacific over in Japan.  Being named to the USA national team is the highest possible honor for a softball player 

to earn in the sport.   

When asked about the accomplishment, Coach Turco stated:   

“Kelly told me back in 2012 that her ultimate goal 

was to make the women’s national softball team 

and play for team USA in international 

competition.  I am so excited for her because the 

amount of time, energy and focus Kelly has put 

into chasing down her dreams is unmatched by 

any athlete I have ever coached!  Kelly is a true 

testament that lofty dreams can and will come 

true if a person dedicates every ounce of their 

heart and soul to achieving that that dream!” 

Kelly’s next softball action will occur on February 

12th when she plays in her 1st college game 

against Illinois State in Tampa Florida at the USF-

Wilson Demarini tournament.   
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