
Pope Fastpitch 2016 Season Prospectus 

Pope Fasptitch enters a brand new region in 2016, joining the newly formed region 7-AAAAAA which consists 

of 9 teams from the North Atlanta metro area with Pope being the lone Cobb County team in the brand new 

region.  Pope joins with 7 teams from Fulton County (6 from the Fulton school district and one from Atlanta 

City Schools) and one from Dekalb County to form the new region 7-AAAAAA.  Pope’s new region mates are: 

Alpharetta – Alpharetta, GA (Fulton) 
Cambridge – Milton, GA (Fulton) 
Chattahoochee – Alpharetta, GA (Fulton) 
Centennial – Roswell, GA (Fulton) 
Dunwoody – Dunwoody, GA (Dekalb) 
Johns Creek – Johns Creek, GA  (Fulton) 
Northview – Johns Creek, GA (Fulton) 

North Atlanta – 
Buckhead, GA 
(Atlanta City) 
 

With a new region 

comes brand new 

qualifying 

procedures for the 

4 coveted GHSA 

state tournaments 

berths and this 

season, Pope will 

be using a format 

that the Greyhounds are familiar with as it is virtually the same format used when Pope captured their lone 

region championship in 2012.   

The teams that finish 1st and 2nd after all regular season games are played in 2016 will automatically qualify for 

the GHSA state tournament and the two teams will battle it out in a best of 3 series held on October 5-6 at the 

#1 seed field for the 7-AAAAAA region championship.  

Teams finishing 3-6 after the regular season schedule has been 

completed will compete in a double elimination tournament to secure 

the 3 and 4 seeds from region 7-AAAAAA for the GHSA state softball 

tournament and these games will be hosted by the #3 seed team.  

Teams 7-9 will not qualify for the region tournament and their seasons 

will come to an end.   

Pope is looking to secure it’s 7th consecutive GHSA state softball 

tournament appearance and will have some experience to lean on 

when pursuing this berth as Pope returns 11 players from their 4th 

seeded region 6-AAAAAA team that was bested by Archer in the 1st round of the state playoffs in 2015.   
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A major advantage that the 2016 team has over the 2015 team is that the 

Greyhounds are returning their entire pitching staff from 2015 whereas 

last season, Pope pitchers entered the season with a cumulative 3 varsity 

innings being pitched between the entire staff.  The pitching in 2016 will be 

anchored by Cailynn Moran, Trinity Pizzuti, and Hannah Rogers who each 

threw over approximately 50 or more innings last season. 

Pope will also return 2 junior all region & all county outfielders who have 

been 2 year starters for the Hounds in Rogers and Lea Mcfadden as well as 

senior Christina Tan and junior Sydney Sheahan who were members of the 2015 varsity Greyhounds.  

Newcomers to the Pope outfield will be Kyla Smith and Hannah Dodd who will compete for playing time in 

2016 giving the Hounds great depth and speed in the outfield.      

In the infield, the Hounds have great depth at catcher as they return three catchers from the 2015 team.  

Both, Leah Higginboth, who was an all region utility player in 2015, as well as junior Taylor Henson will spend 

some time catching and playing 1st base and McFadden may also see time behind the dish as well.  2 time all 

region senior captain Samantha Crabtree will anchor the Hounds infield defense from the 

SS position with sophomore 2nd year varsity player Jodie Smith 

playing in the infield as well.  Newcomers junior Mary Deady and 

freshman Zoe Laneaux will battle for playing time with Pizzuti, 

McFAdden, and Sheahan filling in as needed.  Sophomore Gracie 

Kittrell, who started every game as a freshman in 2015, is rehabbing 

an injury suffered during travel ball and will look to continue her 

already stellar career sometime in October. 

For the Hounds to qualify for their 7th consecutive GHSA playoff appearance, they will 

have to navigate a 16 game regular season region schedule and finish in the top 6 to have a chance to make 

the playoffs.   

To keep the team sharp, the Hounds will play their traditionally difficult out of region schedule against some 

familiar yearly opponents.  Some of the same teams the Hounds have become accustomed to playing appear 

on the schedule once again in 2016 such as:  Kennesaw Mountain, Harrison, Marist, Blessed Trinity, Walton, 

North Cobb, and Roswell as well as newcomer Alexander and old region mate Sequoyah.   

In all, 7 of the Hounds’ 10 out of region games are against 2015 playoff opponents and 4 of these games are 

against teams who qualified for the Elite 8 in Columbus in 2015.   
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